
 

  

For Immediate Release 

115 hectares of old-growth forest and 
wetlands protected on Georgian Bay’s Rose 

Island  

 
New Rose Island Nature Reserve will be place for public and school groups 

to connect with nature 
 

FEBRUARY 9, 2021, PARRY SOUND, ONTARIO – 115 hectares of old-growth 

forest and wetlands on Carling Township’s Rose Island are now a permanent nature 

reserve held by the Georgian Bay Land Trust. 

 

The Rose Island Nature Reserve protects the remaining 115 undeveloped hectares 

(286 acres) of the 162-hectare (400-acre) Rose Island, which has long been a priority for 

conservation due to its ecological significance. The island contains some of the last 

remaining old-growth forest in Southern Ontario, and is one of the few places with highly 

diverse deciduous forest on the eastern Georgian Bay coast. It is home to at least ten 

species at risk, including Monarch (Special Concern), Eastern Foxsnake (Endangered), 

and Blanding’s Turtle (Threatened), listed under Canada’s Species At Risk Act.  

 

The Rose Island Nature Reserve will provide opportunities for people to enjoy and learn 

about nature, through an existing trail system that will be open to the public and school 

groups. It also protects an important connection for the region’s animals. “Rose Island is a 

critical link in a coastal migration corridor that reaches a pinch point around Parry Sound,” 

says Bill Lougheed, Executive Director of the Georgian Bay Land Trust. “Our goal has 

always been to maintain the integrity of this corridor, which allows wildlife to pass 

between the lands of Wasauksing First Nation to the south, Killbear Provincial Park to the 

north, and beyond.” 

 

This project was made possible by the generosity of many supporters. The Government 

of Canada contributed funding through the Natural Heritage Conservation Program, part 

of Canada’s Nature Fund. Significant contributions were also made by the beneficiaries of 

the Estate of Rodney and Marian Watt (Valerie Zawilski, Rosalie Graham, Stephen 

Zawilski, and Catherine Svendsen), the Maple Cross Fund, the McLean Foundation, and 

the Echo Foundation. The Georgian Bay Land Trust would also like to thank the local 

community for stepping up tremendously to provide the final resources necessary to 

make the Rose Island Nature Reserve a reality. 



 

QUOTES:  

“The pandemic has reminded Canadians how important connecting with nature is to our 

health and well-being. That’s why we’re protecting more nature in Ontario and across the 

country through programs like the Canada Nature Fund’s Natural Heritage Conservation 

Program. By working with partners like the Georgian Bay Land Trust, we are making 

progress toward conserving a quarter of Canada’s land and a quarter of its oceans by 

2025.” – The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister of Environment and Climate 

Change 

FACTS:  

• Rose Island is one of the few islands on eastern Georgian Bay with sandy soils – 

a remnant of ancient glacial deposits. These soils are the reason for the island’s 

unusually diverse deciduous forest, which is a rare habitat type on the eastern 

Georgian Bay coast. 

• Rose Island is home to at least ten Species at Risk 

• The Rose Island Nature Reserve contains 28 hectares (70 acres) of wetlands, 

including two large interior swamps and two coastal marshes.  

ABOUT: 

The Georgian Bay Land Trust is a registered charity dedicated to protecting wilderness 

lands along eastern Georgian Bay and the North Channel, through strategic conservation 

planning, land securement, stewardship, research, and education. We protect 62 

ecologically significant properties stretching from Port Severn to the North Channel, which 

provide key habitat for 50 species at risk and recreational opportunities for communities. 

 

The Government of Canada’s Natural Heritage Conservation Program (NHCP) is a 

unique public-private partnership to support new protected and conserved areas by 

securing private lands and private interests in lands. The program is managed by the 

Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC). Federal funds invested in the program are 

matched with contributions raised by NCC and its partners, Ducks Unlimited Canada and 

the country’s land trust community.   

LEARN MORE: 

Visit: gblt.org 

Follow us on Twitter or Instagram: @gblandtrust 

Become a fan on Facebook: facebook.com/GeorgianBayLandTrust 

 

IMAGES:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/gqyzbsc5kxu2pb3/AAAThSVoKHIZgYhtsKd552YHa?dl=0 

 

CONTACT:  

Bill Lougheed 

Executive Director, Georgian Bay Land Trust 

(416) 440-1519 x101 

Bill.lougheed@gblt.org 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/gqyzbsc5kxu2pb3/AAAThSVoKHIZgYhtsKd552YHa?dl=0
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