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Port Severn Wetlands
by Karl Schiefer

Early in 2008, the Georgian Bay Land Trust acquired one of 
its largest and ecologically most significant properties to date.  
We assumed ownership of 135 acres (54 ha) of lakeshore and 
wetlands along the southeastern coast of Georgian Bay near 
Port Severn.  This represents a large portion of the Potato Island 
and Oak Bay wetland complex, an area that has been classified 
and designated as a “provincially significant” wetland by the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and as a heritage area 
site by the Muskoka Heritage Foundation.  This area provides 
critical habitat for several Species at Risk, all of which are listed 
as Threatened.

This property was donated to the Land Trust by Oak Bay 
Developments Inc., a corporation who acquired these, 
and a large tract of adjacent lands, for (continues inside...) 
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Our Dogs
by Barb Zimmerman

We love dogs. We love your dogs and we love our dogs. Dogs 
have been the loyal and unflinching companions of humans 
for many thousands of years. Wherever on earth humans live, 
dogs are there with them. Indeed, one would be justified in 
proposing that dogs are part of the essential human experience. 
The oldest discovered fragment of dog bone is from Germany 
and dates back to about 14,000 years before present. DNA 
evidence shows that dogs are descended from Old World 
wolves and they accompanied the first people to colonize the 
New World.

As strong as our ties are with dogs, we ask you to leave your 
dogs at home when visiting certain GBLT properties such 
as South-east Wooded Pine Island, and for those properties 
where dogs are permitted, make sure you keep a careful watch 
over your dog to make sure he or she is not disturbing the 

natural environment. GBLT properties are home to sensitive 
fauna and flora. “Sensitive” means that there are not many left 
- anywhere in the world. Arguably, Georgian Bay is the last 
surviving range for species such as the Massasauga Rattlesnake, 
Eastern Foxsnake, Eastern Hog-nose, and plants such as Stiff 
Yellow Flax. Many other threatened and declining bird, 
amphibian and reptile species breed and make Georgian Bay 
their home for at least part of the year. These species need your 
understanding and support. 

We ask that you leave your dog at home when visiting certain 
properties because some dogs can wreak havoc in sensitive 
wetlands as well as kill and disrupt breeding bird, reptile and 
amphibian species. And for those properties where dogs are 
permitted, make sure they respect the rules as well. Thanks for 
your support!
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Port Severn
 

Honey Harbour

 
Parry Sound

Parry Sound

Killarney

Volunteer Opportunities:

Please contact us if you are interested in volunteering.

Tribute gifts have been received in 
memory or in honour of:

Elizabeth K. Shaw
Mary Ortved

Tamara (Tammy) Balaz
Bill Gilchrist

Carolyn Hamilton
Donald Mills

Lois Black
Kerry & Brenda Benson
Ivan Laverne Walden

Lucas West
William Mosley
Lawrie Fabens

the birth of Robert DiLorenzo-Graham

Georgian Bay Land Trust 
2482 Yonge Street, P.O.Box 99 
Toronto, Ontario M4P 3E3 

 
www.gblt.org

Editor LANDSCRIPT: Cathie Bowden ......bowden.cathie@gmail.com 
Executive Director: Wendy Cooper ......................416 440 1519 ext 1 
Director of Development: Janet Lougheed..........416 440 1519 ext 2 

For a list of our directors, visit our website at www.gblt.org/directors

Thanks to our generous sponsors

Do You Have Your Trees of Georgian 
Bay Poster Yet?

You can pick up your own copy of the Trees of Georgian 
Bay Poster at any of the locations listed below.

GLENN BURNEY  
MARINA

Upcoming Events:

“Paint the Lizard” - July 26, 2008
American Camp Picnic - August 3, 2008
Pointe au Baril Picnic - August 10, 2008  

Thanks to Payne Marine, Glenn Burney and Desmasdons for 
achieving “Eco-Rated” recognition. For a complete list of Eco-rated 

 


